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News from KUMON of University Village

KUMON of
University Village
Center Hours
Mondays
Tuesdays
Thursdays

2:30-7:00 pm
Center Closed
For Winter Break
Tuesday, 12/22
Through
Thursday, 12/31
Open again on
Monday, 1/4

Happy Holidays!
Happy New Year!
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4 Thanks for a Great
2009!

Why Is A Strong Foundation in the Basics
Essential for Students?

In mathematics, the logical place to start is with the basics. It is

futile to promote problem solving to the exclusion of the basic

arithmetical operations. To do so is a prescription for failure.

Without proficiency in basic skills, in practice, math problems

cannot be solved. Fundamental calculations are the building

blocks of math proficiency. A command of computational

operations is essential in order to think critically in mathematics.

Counting, sequencing and adding are rudimentary processes;

however, these are also areas in which achievement is clearly

and readily attained in specific, measurable ways. With KUMON,

students gain confidence along with a foundation of the basic

facts (initially, we can d
presented in KUMON Levels 3A through D). This mastery is a

crucial and powerful motivator of KUMON students. It is for this

reason that the KUMON Method requires students to completely
master the basics in math, for they are the platform for

advanced learning.

Once students have acquired this strong foundation, they are
empowered to successfully advance to higher-level
mathematics. Careless mistakes are exterminated. Those who
develop proficiency with the basics become fast and accurate
students. Students who have mastered this material are able to
advance easily to fractions. When students have completed
KUMON Levels E through G, they are then ready to smoothly
progress into algebra. Without the benefits of a solid foundation
provided by these crucial KUMON study levels, smooth progress,
sustained motivation and continued achievement in
mathematics would not be possible.

Another important reason to require students to master the
basics in mathematics is that this proficiency results in
motivation. In most cases, students who do not like math are
typically not good at it; however, students who enjoy math
usually excel. KUMON provides a systematic method for daily
math achievement that, from day one, promotes a positive
attitude as it develops mathematical aptitude. A strong
foundation in the basics of math is a great asset for students to
possess. Achievements breed enthusiasm. The KUMON Method
helps develop not only students who are good a math, but also
who enjoy learning it as well.
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Keeping On Track During the Holidays
The holidays are here!

We know how crazy-busy this time of year is for our
KUMON families. Even the most disciplined students
find that the chaotic holiday happenings make the
daily discipline of KUMON study seem impossible.

My staff and | are here to help you and your student
stay on track. Here are a few simple tips that can
help:

i Do One Set Each Day. The most important
thing you can do is to make sure your child has
10-15 minutes of quiet time each day to
complete  their KUMON  assignments.
Incorporating a few minutes of quiet study
time each day will help maintain some
consistency for your child in an otherwise
chaotic season.

9 Breakfast. KUMON. Right after you clear away
the cereal bowl, replace it with the KUMON
packet for that day and a sharp pencil. This
helps your child to easily complete their work

when they are fresh
way to start the day.
T 52y Qi 5 2 thapohir Shild'misiés a day,

don’t make them do t
the set for that day. This, more than anything,
discourages students and makes KUMON
drudgery. Just have your child do the next
assigned set, so that they are doing their work
in the order we sent it home in. Return the
completed and undone sets when you come
back to the Center and we will re-assign their
work for them.

1 Regular Center Attendance. We
emphasize enough how important regular
Center attendance during the holiday season
(or anytime!) is. My staff and | work hard to
keep our amazing students motivated and on
track. Coming to class also takes some of the
pressure off of parents because other caring
adults are helping to encourage and support
your child”s KUMON s

Keeping It Comfortable

As a rule, we rarely send students further ahead into
the level they are working on over the holidays.
There's a few very 1 mpo

If the Center is closed, or if a student will be absent
for more than a week o
work that feels easy rather than challenging. We
often back students up to the beginning of the
section they are working on and have them run
through it once more. This strategy helps to reduce
the frustration of having to do KUMON over the
holidays because the work feels easy and
comfortable.

It also helps to reinforce previously learned concepts,
helping to hardwire them into automaticity. This is
key to KUMON study.

It s al most al ways a b
confronted with work that feels too challenging when
they won’t be ¢ o0mi neghanan

week.
Pl ease don’t worry if t
the holidays |l ooks “to

child for sticking with KUMON during this busy time.

Remember, it may not seem like much, but
completing just 10-15 minutes of KUMON each day-
even the “wialsly” kesetpuf y 6
sharp and ensure that they get off to a smooth, fast
start in the new year.

Thanks for a Great 2009!

My staff and | know that we are the luckiest KUMON
center in the world! We achieved Elite Gold Status
once again in 2009, and continue to be ranked the #1
Center in the Pacific Northwest. We owe this
achievement to you, our amazing students and
dedicated parents. It is because of your commitment
and the strong achievement of our students that we
are able to be recognized in this way.

We are so proud of all of our students! It is exciting to
see them work hard to develop the skills and
confidence that will smooth the path to success in
their futures. We are looking forward to 2010!

Let your child amaze you!

www.kumonofseattle.com

KUMON. Math. Reading. Success.




