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I love this article and print it every year as a Valentine’s gift for our 

wonderful KUMON families…. 

 Learning to Love Through KUMON 

There are many different kinds of love and even more ways 

to express it.  The best kind of love, though, is the kind 

through which both the giver and the recipient can grow.   

Naturally, we parents love our children.  The expression of 

this parental devotion is the everyday giving of 

unconditional love.  One of the greatest manifestations of 

love which parents can give our children each day is the 

wonderful gift of KUMON.  KUMON is just that-a gift of love. 

KUMON really is like love – you have to work at it.  There 

are good days when it is easy and everything goes 
smoothly, and there are also days when the thrill is gone.  

Nevertheless, our children can learn to love learning 

through their work in KUMON.  

Parents can help keep the KUMON affair passionate by: 

 providing praise and encouragement  

 showing sincere interest in your child’s daily progress 

 homegrading your child’s work every day 

 demonstrating to your child that their academic 

success is a priority through your continuing 
commitment to their KUMON study. 

In the beginning stages of KUMON study, it is usually easy 

to inspire new students’ infatuation.  Gradually, as the 
novelty wears off and the “honeymoon” is over, children 

need parental guidance, support and discipline to remain 
devoted to their work.  Parents need to take to heart the 
importance of faithfulness to KUMON; the only way to 

realize all the benefits is through a long-term commitment.  

Just as with love, this is not always easy but it is definitely 

worth it. 

KUMON is one of the best Valentine’s Day presents that we 

can give our children.  It will not melt or cause cavities like 
chocolate, and it will not wilt.  KUMON  is a Valentine you 

give your child 365 days a year.   



 

Let your child amaze you! www.kumonofseattle.com KUMON. Math. Reading. Success. 
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Corrections and Homegrading  

The active supervision of daily assignments at home 
is linked to each child's success in the KUMON 
program. 

Parents play a vital role in the KUMON routine. It is 
crucial that parents provide a 5-10 minute block of 
time per subject to promptly grade the daily KUMON 
assignments. We ask that assignments are timed, 
errors are marked, and mistakes are corrected by the 
student before beginning new work. 

All parents are expected to home-grade their child's 
KUMON homework. Students whose parents home-
grade make faster, smoother progress through the 
KUMON program because: 

 they correct and learn from their mistakes 
daily 

 they make fewer mistakes overall and require 
less repetition 

 they are more motivated because their 
parents are involved 

 the parents know exactly what their child is 
doing and have a daily opportunity to help 
their child achieve 

KUMON students are required to correct every 
mistake on every set they complete. Students whose 
parents do not home-grade spend a great deal of time 
in class correcting mistakes from old homework 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǿƻǊƪΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
are required to correct all mistakes on their daily 
classwork while at the Center, as well. 

But donΩǘ ǿƻǊǊy!  Answer Books are available.  Robyn 
is happy to answer any questions you may have about 
how to get started.  Remember-correcting mistakes is 
an opportunity to improve and to learn.   

 In the far east the people plant a tree called the 
Chinese bamboo. During the first four years they water 
and fertilize the plant with seemingly little or no 
results. Then in the fifth year they again apply water 
and fertilizer ς ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŦƛǾŜ ǿŜŜƪǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘe tree grows 
ninety feet in height! The obvious question is: Did the 
Chinese bamboo grow ninety feet in five weeks, or did 
it grow ninety feet in five years? The answer is: It grew 
ninety feet in five years. Because if at any time during 
those five years the people had stopped watering and 
fertilizing the tree, it would have died.  
Many times our dreams and plans appear not to be 
succeeding. We are tempted to give up and quit trying. 
Instead, we need to continue to water and fertilize 
those dreams and plans, nurturing the seeds of the 
vision we have within us. Because we know that if we 
do not quit, if we display perseverance and endurance, 
we will also reap a harvest. 
The goal that you have for your child in KUMON may 
be algebra or calculus in math, paraphrasing or 
summations in reading. Whatever the goal is, the 
KUMON Method is a tool to water and fertilize your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 
is in the KUMON Program, the more nourishment he or 
she will have to grow. Repetition of worksheets with 
speed and accuracy on a daily basis is the water and 
fertilizer needed for adequate growth of academic 
skills.  
As in the growth of Chinese bamboo, the effects of 
long-term study in KUMON may not appear in students 
until they have been studying for many years; but if 
they do not quit, then they will also reap a harvest.  
 

Please Keep Sick Students Home  This is the time of 
year for the flu and other yucky illnesses.  If your child 
has a fever or cough, please do not bring them to the 
Center.  We will put their work out for you or you can 
swing by the Center during our open hours to pick it 
ǳǇΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ hY ǘƻ ǎƪƛǇ Y¦ahb ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
child is really under the weather. You can e-mail us at 
Jeannie@kumonofseattle.com, or call us at 206-524-
0915 and we can make other arrangements for your 
child until they are well again.  Thanks! 
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