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Tips for Getting Back on Track in 2010

We hope you had a wonderful holiday! My family-my husband, Jim,
and our kids, Jamie, Sara, Peter and Tom, and I-traveled to Fiji for 2
weeks. We lived in the South Pacific in the 1980’s, when Jamie and
Sara were little. We wanted to take our kids back there while they
are still able to travel with us. It was so nice to be together as a
family- swimming, snorkeling, sightseeing, reading, shopping, eating
together, and playing endless games of “Idiot” and poker.

One thing that fell by the wayside for my boys was daily KUMON
study. We agreed at the beginning of the vacation that they could
take a break from KUMON over the holiday. To be honest, | was also
glad to have a break! The deal was that they would get back on
track as of January 3, when we returned from our trip. They have
both completed the reading program and are working in Level M in
math. | backed them up a bit in the section they are working on,
rather than have them pick up where they left off. It really is true
that students lose skills over time, even over a few days. By backing
up just a bit to work that is somewhat easy helps them to get a
running start and resume their KUMON study in a positive way.

If your child fell behind on KUMON assignments during the holiday
break like my boys did, help them get back on track by doing one
assignment each day. Do not try to “make-up” missing assignments
by having your child do several assignments in one day. This
approach will surely backfire and cause complaints and frustration.
Instead, explain to your child that sometimes the best of intentions
are difficult to fulfill and that you are now committed to getting back
on track with daily study. Reaffirm your commitment to your child’s
academic success by including KUMON in your family’s New Year
Resolutions.

Here are a few New Year’s resolutions that have worked for my
family over the years:

1. Commit to attend all classes and complete homework daily. If
you are absent, be sure to pick up assignments. Just give us a call or
e-mail (Jeannie@kumonofseattle.com) and we will put together
enough packets to last until your next class day.

2. Work with your child to create a daily KUMON routine. If
possible, make breakfast time “KUMON time”. This worked so well
for me when my own kids were in elementary school.

3. Remind your child that completing KUMON is like brushing your
teeth — even though you don’t always feel like it, you need to do it
every day to stay strong and healthy.
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4. Schedule the KUMON work before completing
school work. This warms up the brain and makes
school home work easier.

5. Parents- home grade the daily work and ensure
your child completes all corrections t0o100%. We
cannot emphasize how effective this is in helping your
child to stay on track and make smooth, fast progress.
Answer books are available!
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accomplishments. Praise them for their hard work
and effort. A little praise really goes a long way!

7. Read the Monthly Newsletter and Website.
Please be sure to read the monthly newsletter that
we send home and post on our website. We work
hard to keep our families up to date not only on
center closures, but also on issues that are current,
helpful and of interest to our KUMON families.

8. Let us help! My staff and | are here to help you.
We have worked with thousands of students over the
years, including our own children. Please let us know
if you need help getting your child back on track or
keeping them there. We are here to work with you
and your child as a team. Our goal is to help your
child make fast and smooth progress in 2010!

Prize Box

We would like to encourage parents to “re-use and
recycle” the prizes our students earn from our prize
box. We know that many of you are up to your ears
in duckies, bouncy balls and other plastic prizes. We
are trying to do what we can on our end to balance
students earning a tangible reward for their effort vs.
putting too much plastic into the environment and
your living rooms!

So, for every 10 prizes that you turn back in (these
have to be prizes that were taken from our prize box
only and are in good condition) your child can choose
one of our gift cards. We don’t always have all of
them to choose from all of the time, but we usually
have cards for Jamba Juice, Trophy Cupcake,
Starbucks, Barnes&Noble or Baskin Robbins.

Long-Lasting Benefits of KUMON Study

Little did | realize when | first found KUMON 18 years ago for
my son, Jamie, that the benefits he would gain from it would
last longer than just passing 4™ grade math.

During the holidays last year, my daughter, Sara, was writing
essays for her admissions to graduate schools. One of her
essays discussed the crisis in math in American public
schools, particularly with girls. She described how KUMON
study has helped her to not only develop a strong math
brain-which has helped her to excel in her majors in finance
and economics in college-but even more importantly, to
have the confidence to pursue careers in these fields. She
discussed how KUMON helped her as a young girl in
elementary and middle school to build the foundation in
math that allowed her to work in advanced math classes in
high school and college.

Jamie helped Sara edit her essays. | was amazed at how he
was able to improve on what | thought was already a strong
essay. We talked about his writing skills. He was not a
particularly strong writer in high school and | was always
searching for writing programs for him, in addition to the
KUMON Reading program. | asked him how he developed
his strong writing skills. He attributed it to reading. Jamie
has become a voracious reader over the years, and he
believes that this, more than anything else, has helped him
to improve his writing.

Many parents often ask us if we know of any programs to
help their children with writing. Jamie is a good example of
how the KUMON reading program-which helps students
develop strong reading comprehension as well as master the
conventions of language-along with a commitment to
reading every day- has helped him to become an
outstanding writer.

As a KUMON mom who has struggled mightily over the years
to keep my own kids on track with KUMON, it was so
satisfying to see how those years of KUMON study are
paying off now for Sara, who graduated summa cum laude
with double majors in finance and economics, and is now
working in Hawaii with Teach for America, and Jamie, who is
in his last year of law school at Harvard. Even more
satisfying is to know that they both credit much of their
academic success to the years of KUMON study they had as
kids.

KUMON has been a great investment for my children. | truly
believe that all of my students have the same potential for
success through KUMON study.

Let your child amaze you!
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KUMON. Math. Reading. Success.




